SERIOUS ADVICE 


AND 


FAIR WARNING 


To all that live upon the Sea- Coaſt 
of England and Wales, 


PARTICULARLY 


To thoſe in the Neighbourhood of Wey- 
mouth and Portland ; 


Addreſſed to them in a 
SE R M ON 


Preached the 2 2d of December, 1754, 
in the Churches of Fleet and Chickerill, 
on Occaſion of ſeveral Shipwrecks at that - 3s 
Time upon the Coaſt of England. - _--= 
To which are added, | f | 
Some Extracts from the ſeveral Acts of 9 
Parliament relating to Ships that are ſtranded 


on the Coaſt, and the Penalties to be inflicted 
on all thoſe that plunder the Merchants Goods. 


By THOMAS FRANCKLYN, /_ 
Rector of Langton-Herring, . and Vicar of Fleet 
in the County of Dorſet. 
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Men, Ne and Comtranes; 
Ry Y Heart's Deſire, and my 

earneſt and continual 
Prayer to God for you 
all, is, that you may all 
proſper in this World, and be ſaved, 
thro 1 in that which i is to Cohan, 


4 E * 
' we# (£1 
, «ings | 


In Conſequence Wat I a 
but uſe my beſt Endeavours, as a 
Paſtor, and as a Friend, to promote 
your preſent and future Intereſt, ' by 
adviſing you to purſue ſuch Ways as | 
A 2 lead 


— 


"We = IS * 191 
lead to Peace and Hap beg, as ; wal 
as to the F ood that is convenient: for | 
| you, warning you againſt the great 
Sin and Danger of making too much 
Haſte to be zieh, of {hurting yout 
Ears againſt the Voice of God and 
Nature, of being deaf to the Com- 
plaints of ſuffering Fellow - Creatures, 
intent only on Plunder, and ſo barba- 
tous and inhuman, as to take Ad- 
vantage of the Diſtreſſes of thoſe 
unhappy Sufterers, - whoſe Perſons 
and Effects you fhould rather pro- 
tect than violate. 


This is the Deſign of the follow- 
ing Dicourſe, penn d under the In- 
fluence oſ a warm Reſentment of 


the: Calamities n many poor 
2 A Souls 


3 * | 
Souls: ſuffered, in the late diſmal, 


Weather, the Loſſes many honeſt 
Merchants ſuſtained by it, and the 
Tears of many Widows and! Orphans 
which i s cauſed 49, How. th" 


And whe the. Hem 3 
der and compaſſionate for the Miſe- 
ries: of ſome, it cannot but ſwell 
with Indignation at the Barbarity of 
others, who are ever watchful over 
thoſe Events, and ready to devour the 
ſhatter d Fragments of a ſhipwreck d 
Veſſel, e' er they be thrown upon 
the Shore. | 


To F ce Hob; 1 from a | Senſe 
of the like Dangers and Sufferings, 
ſhould, one 6 woo think, be always 


ready 


() | 
ready to aſliſt their Brethren, in fe 
ving the ſmall Retriains of a broken 
voyage, rob them of the few Clothes 
and thut little Venture which a poor, 
half-drowned-Yailor had faved out of 
the Water, at the Peril of his Life, 
to refreſh him when aſhore, and to 
cover his naked Family, that has liv'd 
on the Credit of his Wages, which, 
perhaps, are loſt with the Ship, is 
enough to make the Stones upon the 
Shore cry out, if Men were filent ; 
and he that can be an indifferent 
Spectator of a Shipwreck attended 
with ſuch like Circumſtances, as too 
often happen, muſt be entirely void 
of Refigion and Humanity, 4 Stran- | 
ger to every other Uſe of Law, and 


Jaftce, and Compaſſion, than to 
break 


„ 
break thro them all, when they op- 
poſe his Appetite for Plunder. 


1 
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It has been my Lot to have lied. 
many Years in ſuch a Situation, as to 
have been an Eye-Witneſs of ſeveral 
Shipwrecks, and after repeated Ex- 
poſtulations with many of my 
Neighbours, in order to revive in 
them the natural Sentiments af Hu- 
manity, and ſtir up the Principles of 
Benevolence and Compaſſion, 26 
well as Honeſty, in their Hearts, I 
thought it my Duty to warn them 
from the Pulpit, to forſake a Prac- 
tiſe which was become habitual, 
and almoſt general, and therefore 
looked upon as right and lawful by 
moſt of them, till the late penal Law 

ſhew'd 


(vii) 
ſhew'd them it was illegal, and that 


the Offenders would be ſeverely pits 
niſhed. 


. ? ..- 


And 1 now, when thoſe who, were 
deaf to the Voice of Nature and Re- 
ligion, and wou d not apprehend the 
Reaſon of Things, began to liſten to 
Authority, when the Neceſſi ity ap- 
peared from Terrors of an Act of 


Parliament, threatening Pains, and 
Penalties, and Death; and when the 


Lightning of the Sword of Juſtice 

had pierced them, whoſe Hearts 

ö cou d not be melted to Compaſſion 
| by the moſt complicated Scenes of 
| Miſery ; - this was a proper Seaſon to 
enter the Liſts, and” encounter the 
3 and Paſſions of Men, 
which 


n 
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againſt the Truth ; "har the United 


Terrors of — and future Ven- 
geance might engage chem to 


hearken to the Voice of Reaſon and 
of God. Iz 
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And We from the Attention 
with which this Sermon was heard 
in my little Churches, chat it had 


reached the Hearts of my Congre. 
gation, 1 was willing to be at 
ſome Pains to reviſe. it ſor the preß, 
that its Influence might be more ex- 


ii JI 


tenſive, and be communicated to the 


= = 2 


nei ighbourin g Pariſhes, which are 
much more populous, and conſe- 
quently more deeply intereſted i in, the 


Advice. CO. . * ö 
B And 


| 6 10 ) 
And being ſenſible that the ak 


of Parliament was not calculated 
only for this Neighbourhood, but 
that the ſame Spirit reigns along 
the Coaſt, I reſolved to make it as 
uſeful, by making it as general, a 
poſſible. And I hope the welk-diſpoſed 
Gentry will promote che Deſign, by 
diſperſing the Sermon among their 
N cl ighbours | and Tenants on the Sea- 
Coaſt, to try what may be done to- 
wards ſtopping the Progreſs of an 
Evil generally complained of, and 
juſtly Ryled in the Ad itſelf, © An 
2 8 that 1 is a ear to the 
* N ation. N 


5. 1 


As my ts * chiefly 


of little Farmers and F iſhermen, I 


(nn) 

iged to adapt my Diſcourſe 
to 5 and this, 1 pre- 
ſume, is the common Standard of 


all concerned in this Advice: And | 


if we can reclaim the Poor, in- 
ſtruct the Ignorant, and make them 
keep at Home, and forbear plun- 
dering, it is to be hoped the other 


Farmers and better Sort of People wilt 
not venture; and ſurely they ought 
to be aſhamed to ſend their Servants 


and Teams upon the strand, 
ſteal and carry off other Mens ic 
perty : Men who have Nothing will 


ſometimes turn Thieves; but they 


who have Property of their own, 


ſhould not ſet an Example that may 
encourage others to rob them. 
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(2 
© Beſides, ſuch Men ſhould conſult 
their Credit as well as their Intereſt: 
and not expoſe their Reputation and 


their Lives to the utmoſt Danger, for 
the Sake of Pillage. 


- "IF \ 


4 
Grievous bave been the Com- 


plaints of the Merchants, not only, 
againſt the poor, but the rich Plun-, 
derers, even thoſe who undertook to 
be Agents for them in ſaving their 
Goods; who, by their exorbitant 
Demands for Salvage, made them 
often wiſh that the Poor, or even the 
Sea, had ſwallowed it, rather than, 


thoſe more mercileſs Agents : But i it 
is to be hoped that no Juſtice « of the, 
Peace will be ſo very mean, as to 


x Ccounte- 


69 

countenance any extortionate De- 
mand, much leſs 80 Sharers with 
ſuch Men in the Spoils of the Unfor- 
tunate. Agents are Truſtees for the 
Merchants, to adjuſt the Quantum, 
and in ſome Caſes to appoint the 
Salvors; and therefore | tis to be 
| hoped that they are Men of difin- 
tereſted” Honour and Probity, glad 
of every Occaſion to encourage 
Trade, and ſhew the Integrity of 
their Hearts. If it ſhould ſo hap- 
pen that Intereſt ſhould be the Pre- 
railing Principle with them, I can 
only lament the Misfortune, and 
obſerve to them, that . mighty 
Robbers ſhall be mightily | tor- 
mented ;” and let them look to the 
Event, 


(24) 


Thus much I cannot but in jul. 
tice declare, that I verily believe 
whocyer are ſo unhappy as to be 
forced aſhore on Portland - Beach, 
may at this preſent depend on trig 
Juſtice from the Care and Integrity of 
a Gentleman, who has lately taken 
the benevolent, but troubleſome, 
Office of an Agent upon him; as 
ſeveral Merchants can already teſtify. 
And would all. Agents be but 
equally diligent in ſecuring the Mer- 
chants Property, and as careful in 
drying and repacking it; as juſt 
and moderate in their Demands 
for Salvage, and pay the Salvors 
with as punctual Honeſty; I am 
verily perſuaded, that the People on 

the 


(86) 


the Coaſt would in a few Years be 


brought off from theit odious Prac- 
chants have no Cauſe to complain of 
the villainous Uſage they have met 


with; and then the Nation will ſoon 


is in Aid to 


and Humanity. And it 


all ſuch Agents that I would lend my 
ſmall Aſſiſtance, to make their Work 


lels laborious, by perſuading the Pe 
pulace to keep at Home, and not 
moleſt and hinder them, nor risk 
their Necks 1 1 their 
Neighbotns. *A * * * 3 9 
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To this End, 1 gal firſt give an 


Account of the Origin of this bar- 
barous Practiſe upon Wrecks, for it 


Was. 


— — 
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(as) 
was by no Means a Native of this 
Iſland, or the Invention of our Coun- 
trymen, and then ſubjoin ſome Ex- 
tracts from the ſeveral Acts of Par- 
liament made for the Security of 
ſuch Ships and their Cargoes; that 
any of them may ſee at their Leiſure, 
and at one View, what they are to 
expect as the juſt Reward of their 
Iniquity, if they will not be per- 
ſuaded to deſiſt from it. 


The old and new Manner of Wreck at 
Sea, talen from the Perambu- 
lation of Kent, by William Lam- 
bard, of Lincoln's-Inn; publiſhed 
in the Tear" 1656. Page 30%. 


ING William the as 
granted to his Monks of -Battell, 
Wreek of the Sea falling upon Den 
gemariſh, a Portion of Mee, and 
willed further hy his Charter of Do- 
nation, that if any Fiſh (called a 


Craſpeis; that lis, Oraſſe Piſſe, a great 
or ropal 2 as a — 1 


gatiye pertain d 8 the King himſelf) 
C ſhould 


> 


( 

ſhould happen to be taken there, 
that then the Monks ſhould have it 
wholly; and if it fortun d to arrive 
in any other Man's Land, (lying be- 
tween Horſmed: and Withburns) that 
yet the Monks ſhould enjoy the whole 


Tongue, and two third Parts of the 
_ on the _—_ ig 


_— __ of King Hag 
his gon, it fortun d that 4 Ship laden 
with the King's own Goods was 
wrecked: within tlie Precinct of this 
Liberty, Which his Officers Would 
have ſeized and faved to his Uſe? 
But Geffray (then Abbot of Battell 

withſtood them, and that ſo ſtoutiy 
that the Matter by Complaint came 
Et ö to 


to the King's own Hearing; who (to | 
make known how much he valued 
his Father's ' Grant) yielded the 
Matter wholly into * — s OWN: 
Courtely.. .. 


The ſame Story obſerveth a Thing 
touching Wreck (or rather Varech, 
as the Cuſtom of Normandy, from 
whence it came, calleth it) not un- 
worthy the Recital ; that is, that of 
antient Time, if a Ship were caft on 
Shore, torn with Tempeſt, ard not 
repaired by, fuch as eſcaped alive 
within a certain Time, that then 
this was taken for Wreck, and fo 
uſed along the Coaſt. But Henry 
the firſt (ith the Book) diſliking che 

C 2 In- 


( xx ) 'F 
Injuſtice of that Cuſtom, ordain ed | 
that if from thenceforth any one 
Thing (being within the Veſſel) ar- 
rived alive, then the Ship and 


Goods ſhould not be ſeized for 
Wreck. 


This Decree had Force during all 


his Reign, and ought of Congru- 
ence to have endured for ever. How- 
beit, after his Death, the Owners of 
Land on the Sea-Shore, ſhewing 


themſelves more careful of their own 
Gain, than pitiful of other Mens 
Calamities, returned to the old 
Manner. Which their unmerciful 
Covetouſneſs (as I ſuppoſe) provoked 


King Edward the Firſt, by the Sta- 


tute 


1 


tute (that we call 56 * the 
Firft) to make Reſtitution of King 
Henrys Law; which even to this 
Day remaineth in Force,. nothing ſo 
heavy againſt ſo poor Men (afflicted 
by Misfortune of the Sea) as that 
former ill Uſage was, but yet (as 
the Matter is commonly uſed) 
neither ſo eaſy as Chriſtian Charity 
would, nor ſo indifferent as the 
Laws of other Countries do, afford; 
and therefore I will leave it as a 
Thing worthy (amongft others) of 
Reformation, when God ſhall give 
Time, | 


(xii ) 
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ES all Merchant Ships and Men of Wat 
1 ' riding at Anchor near a Ship in Diſtreſs 
are to lend — all ſuch Aſſiſtance % Men and 
Boats as they can conveniently ſpare; and She- 
riffs, Mayors, Cuſtom-houſe Officers of Port- 
towns near the Sea, and Conſtables, Tythingmen, 

Sc. in all and every ſuch Places, ſhall, upon Ap» 
plication made by the Commander of any Ship 
in Diſtreſs or ſtranded, and run 3 ſum» 
mon as many Men as ſhall be thought neceſſary 
to preſerve the Ship and Cargo; and to en- 
courage them to aſſiſt in ſuch Caſes, the Col - 
lectors of Cuſtoms, and the Maſters of the 
ſaid Ships, and all who ſhall a& or be employed 
in preſerving ſuch Ship or Cargo, ſhall, within 
thirty Days after the Service performed, be 
paid a reaſonable Reward by the Commander 
of the ſaid Ship, or the Owners, or Marine 
or Merchant, whoſe Ship or Goods are 
faved; and the Goods or Materials are to be 
left in the Cuſtody of the Officer of Cuſtoms, 
or his Deputy, till all Charges are paid, and all 
that were employed are reaſonably gratified, or 
Security given for it; and if the Owners or 
Merchants diſagree with the Officer of the 
Cuſtoms about the Monies deſerved for ſuch 
Salvage, the Mafter, Owner, or Merchants, and 
the Officer of the Cuſtoms, or his Deputy, may 
nominate three neighbouring Juſtices of the 


Peace, who ſhall adjuſt the Quantum of the 


Monies 


(* 
ing t to, all Parties, and recoverable: at Law. 


And all Goods ſo ſaved, that are not claimed 
within twelve Months, are to be fold, and if 
they are periſhable, directly; and all Charges 
2 the Monies are to be 50 an 
the Exche er, chere remain * m 
ſhall be made. an 2 1 15 4 


And if any Perſon beſtde iht euere 
to act in ſaving the ſaid Ship and Cargo, ſhall 
endeayour to enter on Board ſuch Opp, 
Diſtreſs or ſtranded, without Leave the 
Maſter” of the Ship, or Perſons rrapowered to 
Ale an Men to ; it, ot half moleſt or 

of them that are faving it, or when 
Goods 20 ſaved fall take our the Marks, or 
deface them, before they are taken ,down in a 
Book provided by the Maſter and Officer” of 
Cuftoms, in twen Days „ hal make double 
Satisfaction to the eyed, "at the Diſere⸗ 
tion of the two next 'Juftices of the Peace, or 
be ſent to hard Labour at the Houſe of Cor- 
rection for twelve Months; and any ſuch Maſter 
or Officer of Cuſtoms may. repel by Force any 
ſuch” Perſon who will enter or 'prefs Aboard 
ſuch Ship in Diftrefs without Leave or Conſent, 
and moleſt them in _ preſerving... the Ship or 


Cargo, 


And if any Goods ſhall be found upon any 
Perſon that were ſtolen and carried off from 
ſuch Ship in Diſtreſs as aforefald, they ſhall 

imme- 


A 


Monies to be paid for it, which ſhall be bind | 


( xv) : 


immediately upon Demand- . them to the 
Owner or Perſon authorized to receive them, 
or be liable to pay treble the Value, to be res 
Covered at Law. 


And if any Perſon ſhall make or aſuſt } in 
making a Hole in any Part of the Ship, ot 
ſteal a Pump, or do any Thing tending to * 
immediate Loſs of the ſaid Ship or Veſſel, og 
aid and aſſiſt in ſo doing, ſuch Perſon is there- | 
by made guilty of F elony, without Benefit * 


his Clergy: | . 


And this is a publick Act; and any Officer 
of Cuſtoms convitted of abuſing his Truſt by 
Fraud or Neglect, ſhall ort e treble 

to the Party grieved, and be diſabled from 
ſuch or any Employment j in the Cuſtoms, 8 


Provided this ſhall not affect the Rights of 
the Crown, or of Claimants under it, or Lords 
of Manors, or any that have lawful Claims to 
Wreck Flotſum, Jethum, or Lagan. * 


2 


In the 4¹b Year of GzoRGE . — 


An Act was made to enforce the fore 
Act, n 2 Foil 


Anno 26 GxOROII It ©: 5 

To plunder Ships in Diſtreſs, or ſteal, take 
away, or deſtroy. any of their Materials. or 
ogy when ſtranded, wreck'd of loſt, 70 1 * 


der Men from eſcaping the Danger of the Sea, 
or to put out falſe Lights to bring them into 
Danger, is Felony without their Clergy. 


Goods that are loft, ſtranded, or caſt A ſhore, 
if ſtolen without any Circumſtance of Cruelty, 
if they are but of ſmall Value, the Penalty. 

is the ſame with that of Petty Larceny. 


Juſtices may iſſue out Warrants to ſearch for 
them when ſtolen, and carried away; and who- 
ever conceals them, and they are found in their 
Poſſeſſion, not having legal Right to keep and 
with-hold Ne not poking m— ar 
or giving a ſatisfactory Account how | 
2 ſhall be impriſoned fix Months, 
or pay treble the Value. | | 


If Goods are offered to Sale, that are ſuſ- 
pected to be ſtolen from a Wreck, they. may be 
ſtopt, and Notice given to a Juſtice of the 
Peace; and if they cannot make out their Pro- 
perty in them, they are to be returned to the 
Owner, and the er impriſoned ſix Months, 
or pay treble the Value. | | 


Perſons that ſave a Veſſel or Goods for the 
Owners, or that diſcover where ſuch Goods are 
wro fold or concealed, are entitled to a 
reaſonable Reward, the Quantum to be adjuſted 
by the Juſtices, according to the 12 Anne. 


Publick Notice is to be given to the next 
Juſtites, or Mayor, or Coremers or Commiſ- 


cn” 


- = » eUÄ p p 


— — — 1 

6 - 1 oy +” 
FKP I 

=y 4 + "= wy 


- 5 he E 
„„ re 


3 Tae — 


- * — 
= * 5 * bn ö 
S ˙ e 


. Y IO 2 
—— —B x} 
= 7 —_— 


* * 
8 * >,” 3 * 


are to appoint Salvors, and adjuſt the wok. 


petty Conſtable, or other Peace-Officers ; 


E A but it 


(xi) 
ſioners of Land- Tax; e of chan 


Oath being made of. Theft, or breaking 
the Ship, the Examination is to be del. to 


the Clerk of the Peace, and he is to proſecute, 
or ſoxfoirs 1007. | | 


Aſfaulting any Magiſtrate or Officer i in his 


Duty at ſueh Time and Occaſion, is Tranſpor- 


tation for ſeven Years. 


4 


All Perfons affembled are to conform to he 
Orders of the Maſter, or other Officers or 
Qwners, or Perſons employed by them; and in 
Caſe chere are no ſuch Owners or Officers, or 
Deputy, appointed by them, then are they ta 
conform to the Orders of the Officers of 
CEuſtoms; or if none, then to Exciſe-Officers ; 
then to the Sheriff, or his Deputy; then to any 
Juſtice of: Peace; then W Mayors, or chief 
Officers Uf Co 3 the Coroner ; Com- 
miſſioners of the Land-Tax ; chief Conftable ; 
and 
Perſon knowingly and wilfully acting contmt 
to their Orders, forfeits g J. 4 be levied by 


Warrant from a Juſtice 3 and the Akts of 4 
Ame, and 4 Geo. I. "ax b 0 RE 
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" fuck Th Thing as were neegſſar vp. 


1 bet Words the ficred E 
e ſtanah oritefully records the 
WEE hbuinaze Trextitzent gt. Pail 
and kis Companions met with 
after their providential Eſcape from the 
Dangers of che Sea: Is the Relation 
D 2 whereof 


(28) 


Ghereof there are-feveral Things worthy 


the Attention and Regard of all Men; but 
particularly of thoſe who «ſe the Sea, or 
occupy their Buſineſs in great Waters, and 
of thoſe who live by the Sea- Side, and of- 
ten ſafe on Shore behold the dreadful Dan- 
ger and Diſtreſs which others undergo, 
They who go down to the Sea in Ships 
may learn from the Practiſe of an Apoſtle 
how they ought to behave; who, when 
overtaken by a Storm at” Sea; inſtead of 
curſing the Winds or Waves, or any ſuch 
Language of Hell, addreſſed himſelf to 
God in Prayer, as we find by the Event. 


\ 


For an Angetwas:diſpatched'to him in the 


Viſions of Night to comfort and aſſure him 
that his Prayer was heard, and) to reveal to 
him the Manner in which his Requeſt 


ſhould be accompliſhed. He. had-prayed 


not only for his own Life, but for the 
Lives of all that were embarked in the 
ſame devoted Bottom with him; and the 
. = Angel 


(C99) 
Angel aſſured him, that the Ship ſhould 
indeed bb loſt; but not a Soul ſhould pe- 
riſh' with it; that they ſhould be caſt away 
upon an Iſland, but, ſays he, Lo, God 
hathi given thee: all them that fail with 
thee; thab is, He will ſave their Lives at your 
Requeſt. Here we ſee the great Effect of 
fervent and charitable Prayer, that it pre 
vaileth much with God. For two hun- 
dred and ſeventy-ſix Perſons were reſcued 
from the _ of. Death by the rk 
mob * A n. 
„H 10 cn. 
The * and pious Apoſtle was no 
Doubt moved to it hyca: Principle of true 
Benevolence, and a Deſire to promote the 
Glory of God by the Converſion of fo 
many to Righteouſneſs, expecting to find 
an Eſcape, quite providential, work mighti- 
Iy on the Hearts of all that were Par- 
takers of it by his Means; producing in 
them a fincere Repentance and Amend- 
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(30) 
ment of Life, and Faith in that Redeemer 
whom he preached and prayed to, and 
who was thus mighty to ſave, 5 


And no Doubt but it had the deſired 
Effect on many of the Paſſengers #s well 
as on the Iſlanders, to whom in this Mad. 
ner Salvation was brought ; but fad Expe- 
rietice teaches us, that ſuch wonderful Des 
liveratizey work not alike on all: Forthey 
that live and convetſe with Sea-faritg Men 
often obſerve with Concern, that tos ma- 
ny, who are ready enough to declare the 
Dangers they have eſcaped, are yet apt to 
forget the inviſible Hand ſtretched forth to 
ſave them; and thus an Act of Mercy, in- 
tended to ſoften their Minds and produce 
pious Acts of Gratitude, is turned into an 
Occafion of hardening them in their Sins, 
and preſuming ſtill more _ the long Suf- 
tering of God, 4 1 1% 


Such 


(3r) 


Such is the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, that 
when it is grown into an Habit, it will 
defeat even the Purpoſes of Heaven for 
our Good, and harden a Man's Heart the 
more for its having been once melted. by 
the Beams of Mercy, tempting Men to 
continue in it, that Grace may abound, 
A fad Symptom this of a Soul mortified 
and dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins! And thoſe 
whom Mercy cannot reclaim, what can 
2waken but the.terrifying F lames of Hell? 
So that it greatly concerns all ſuch Perſons 
to beware how they contract an Habit of 
any Kind of Vice, leſt it deſtroy that Ten- 
derneſs of Heart by which the Goodneſs 
of God leads us to 3 and Valve 
ſe Se 


Another Thing — u this Res 
lation is, The Duty of all Seamen in a 


Storm, with Regard to the Ship, and thoſe 
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( 32 ) 


that fail with them: They are obliged to 
uſe their beſt Endeavours for the common 
Good and Safety of the Whole. Too 
many are like St. Pauls Mariners, for 
conſulting Nobody's Safety but their own; ; 
and, when Danger preſſes hard upon them, 


mieanly contrive to eſcape, and leave the 


reſt to the Mercies of the Sea, which of- 


ten proves leſs cruel than thoſe who had 
abandoned them. 


Theſe Men had an Eye to. the Boat, 


and privately launched it into the Sea, un- 
der Pretence of mooring the Ship, but 


with a View to leave it and row Aſhore: : 

Which Paul perceiving, told the com- 
manding Officer, that if he ſuffered them 
to leave the Ship, their Lives would be i in 


Danger; ſince though Providence had en- 


gaged to protect them, yet not without 

the Condition of their beſt Endeavours, 

it was not to ſave ſome that the reſt might 
periſh, 


L 
peridguit was not to ſave thoſe. . who 
would have all the reft deſtroyed. 


5 1 dW . 4 7% 11 * 11. 
At ſuch, a a perilous, Time, when En, is 


Need of. All. the Care and, Skill, the 
Strength, and Courage of Men, they HP 
not to tempt God by withholding the Uſe Uſe 


of any poſſible Means, or giving them- 
ſelves. up to an idle Deſpondency ; ſince 
this not only defeats the Succoury. that Rea- 
ſon would offer, but is preſuming on a 
Miracle for their Deliverance. God often 
concurs with Men, and makes uſe bft them 
as ordinary! Means ef abebrlipfſhitig bis 
Purpoſe, gioing cthen?'Prefente of Mind, 
and as it were pointing uut to them proper 
Meaſures: td effect theit : Safety. dlirecting 
them. to,-4Rproper;Place fernitè garecek 
or Bay, with a bold, Shores, where, they 
may force their Veſſel aground and get fafe 
to Land. And would Seamen cnfur the 


Bleſſing - of God in o _ it x m be! 


y 
beſt ieee wing n Code Hag, 
my 29 7 E yet 
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yet working with it; and this is the b 
Means to gain that Preſence of Mind and 
Power of Action ſo neceſſary on thoſe 


preſſing Occaſions. 


| The next Thing obſervable is the Duty 
of thoſe who live by the Sea · ſide, and fre- 
quently behold the Danger and Diſtreſs of 
their Brethren ; and that is, Compaſſion, 
Aſſiſtance and Relief according to their 


. 'This is the pure DiQate of unbiaſſed 
Nature, .and therefore one would think 
ſhould need no Arguments to recommend 
or x enforce it, 


Even theſe barbarous People, as they 
were called by the Greeks and Romans, 
not for being cruel, but uncivilized and 
Strangers to the Polity of Greece and 
Rane: They called all Men Barbarians 
| but 


18 
but themſelves. Even theſe Men, Bar- 
barians, had a quick Senſe of others Mi- 
ſeries, and. felt. ſtrong 2 for 
— and en 9's 3 


e e Nature till it is cor- 
* by a ſordid Appetite for Gain, is 
full of Benevolence and tender Senſations 
of others Woes. To ſee our own Image, 


and our other ſelf, ſtruggling with Difficul- 
ties, and in imminent Danger of periſhing, 
has ſo commatiding a Power over our na- 
tural Affections, that we cannot forbear to 
ſmpathize- with the Sufferer; Nature 
works ſo powerfully in this Caſe, that we 
may be even ſaid to relieve ourſelves from 
a painful State of Mind he relieving . 


And this ants or F ellow-fecling i is 
ſo deeply rooted and rivetted in our Nature, 
that it requires Time and Pains to be di- 
veſted of it. Tis an inbred Affection of 
E 2 the 
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the Soul that flows from Benevolence, and 
naturally feels for others, and inclines us 
to do them good, unleſs it be perverted 
by the Force of Habit, or ſome other 
Power, which can warp the Mind and alter 
its Diſpoſition: Practiſe only can reconcile 
us to the unwelcome Taſk of an 
others, even for their Gn. 


| Self. love i 5 injleed the anos Principle 
of human Actions, but unleſs that ſelfiſh 
Affection be corrected by univerſal Bene- 
volence, we ſhall not only be tempted. to 
deſtroy the Peace of Society, but alſo loſe 
the better Half of our own Happineſs in 
Life; ſince the good Man certainly de- 
rives as much Pleaſure from conferring as 
receivin g Benefits. 


: "Tis a contracted narrow Soul that will 
not extend itſelf to .embrace a ſuffering 
Brother ; and 'tis a fordid brutiſh Temper 
; that 


(37) 
that can look on others Miſery with au 
evil Eye, and exult and triumph over it: 
Such a Temper as this had ever been the 
Scorn -and Contempt of all Men in all 
Ages of the World, who have ever looked 
upon the Mercileſs and Inhoſpitable as 
Monſters, Wild Beaſts and Enemies to 
Humankind, * One of the moſt ancient 
and moſt eſteemed of all the Heathen 
Writers, whoſe Works are delivered downto 
our Times, gives many admirable Maxims 
relating to the Duty of Hoſpitality, and 
brands ſeveral People + for a Diſregard to 
it. And the Barbarians, in my Text, had 
not yet departed from the Rules of it, 
which had been eſtabliſhed for many Ages 
among the neighbouring Nations of the 
Greeks, (whoſe Deſcendants probably they 
were) for they ſhewed a ready and exem- 
plary Kindneſs to this numerous Company 
in Diſtreſs, L kindling a Fire, and receiv- 

T ing 


Hnr. + The Cyclops and the Pheacians. 


(38) 
« ing every one becauſe of the Rain and 
tt the Cold.” Beſides, it was the received 
Notion in the more early Ages, that Am 
gels or Gods, as the Heathen called them, 
came often in Diſguiſe like needy Tra- 
vellers, to take Inſpection of human Af. 
fairs and human Conduct, to be Witneſſez 
of the Violences Men committed, or the 
Juſtice and Humanity they obſerved : And 
what the Heathens only feigned we know 
to have really happened in the Account 
Moſes has given us of the Deſtruction of 
Sodem, And the old honeſt Heathen al- 
ready mentioned, the beſt of ancient Poets, 
to impreſs a Reverence for Strangers, and a 
#> ſolemn Regard to Laws of Hoſpitality, often 
| g repeats ſuch Expreſſions as theſe : 
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‚ F Strungers and Supplicants tome from Heaven, 
= and every prudent Man lovks apou u Gueſt 
1 and a Supplicant as hit ewn Brother. And 


their general Practiſe, which was governed 
by theſe Maxims, is a Reproach to fuch 
. et Pre- 


( 39 ) 


pretended Chriſtians as have ſcarce any 


Footſteps of that Virtue left among them, 
though it be ſtrongly urged and recom- 


mended by the Word of God, and by the 


fame Motive that induced others to ob- 
ſerve it, namely, a Senſe of their own 


Weakneſs and Want of Aſſiſtance *. 


But the Son of God is the brighteſt 
Pattern of Benevolence, who in Pity to 
our Infirmities took upon him our Nature, 
and endured even the Death of the Croſs, 
the moſt ignominious Death, for our Sakes. 
And is it poflible for Chriſtians to thipk of 

what 


* Non ignara mal; miſeris fuccurrere diſcs, Gays Virgil. 


That is, I learn by ſuffering to pity athers and afifh 
them, which is equal ta an Expreſſion of Hemer in 
the Perſon of Menelaus: And God himſelf uſes the 


ſame Argument to enforce his Precept of Metcy of the 


Iſraelites : Love ye the Strangers, for qe were Strangers 
in the Land of Egypt. (Deut. x. 19.) And the Apoſtle 
Paul charges the Hebrews not to forget to entertain 
Strangers, but to pity and aſſiſt them that ſuffer Ad- 
verſity, as being themſelves alſo in the Body, or ſame 


frail State, ſubject to all that can befal Mankind, 
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what Chriſt did and ſuffered on their Ac- 
count, and yet diſregard his great Pre- 
cept of Love and Charity, ſo as not to have 
common Humanity one for another? Is 
this to act like Chriſtians, to be Brethren, 
to be Members one of another, united to 
Chriſt our Head? The Voice of Nature 
and of Grace cries out in Behalf of Mercy, 
and he that can behold others Miſery with- 
out a compaſſionate Senſe of it, is fo far 
from being of a chriſtian Temper, that he 
is leſs than Man; has loſt all that is tender 
and merciful in Human Nature, is dead to 
every Sentiment of Benevolence, and has 
forgot the many Exhortations of the Spirit 
of God to Brotherly Love, the Bleſſings 
God hath promiſed to the Merciful, 


and the Judgment denounced againſt all 
them that ſnut up their Bowels of Com- 


paſſion from them: They ſhall have Judę- 
ment without Mercy, who have ſhewes | 10 


. (Jam. ii. 13.) W „ lr Rl 
Lay 


(n) 


I I fay not this to accuſe any one here of 
ſo barbarous a Diſpoſition as to refuſe Aſſiſt- 
ance to the Diſtreſſed, | 


To do all Men Juſtice, I muſt own, 
that I know no one in this Neighbourhood 
that is not induſtrious on all Occaſions to 
fave the Lives of them that are caſt on 
Shore: But there is a Practiſe that is of too 
near an Affinity to it, from which very 
few in the Compaſs of my Acquaintance 
in theſe Parts can fairly be acquitted ; and- 
it has a long Time almoſt univerſally pre- 
vailed along the Sea-Coaſt, though it be 
univerſally deteſted and complained of by 
every thinking Man, and that is, plunder- 
ing the Ships that are ſtranded of that 
which might be ſaved for the Merchants 
and Owners, as 


This has been long looked upon as x 
Thing right and lawful to be done by them 
2 F | who 


(42) 9 
who received it from their Forefathers, and 


practiſed it betimes. And indeed, nothing 
can reconcile an Act ſo vile, ſo ſordid and 


ſo ſhocking to any one's Reaſon or Conſei- 
ence, but the Frequency of committing it. 


Uſe and Cuſtom can alone fo alter the 


Appearance, though not the Nature of 


Things, as to make ſome Men call Evil 
Good, and Good Evil, Cuſtom and Prac- 
tiſe they fooliſhly imagine to be capable of 
giving them a Right and Title to whatever 
they can pillage from a Shipwreck, though. 
it is expreſſly contrary ta Reaſon and. Re- 
ligion, and the common Senſe of Man- 
kind, It is unhappily true that Cuſtom 
does encourage though it cannot excuſe 
Men in doing what is wrong. Example is 
a powerful Thing, and it were greatly to 
be wiſhed that the Examples for public 
Worſhip, Virtue, Goodneſs, Seriouſneſs, 
and every Qu to Society, were more 
numerous 


64 


numerous among all Ranks of Men than 
it is to be eee 


We can't well ſuppoſe the kacken 
People in the Text to have reaſoned in 
the Manner ſome Men now do; for they 
not only ſupported and entertained that 
numerous Company while they waited for 
a Paſſage into [taly, but when they de- 
parted they laded them with ſuch Things 
as were neceſſary for their Voyage. 


Theſe ignorant but honeſt People knew 
no Right they. had to enrich themſelves 
by other Mens Misfortunes, but thought 
themſelves obliged to aſſiſt and provide for 
them, and to put them in a Capacity to 
retrieve what they had loſt. They rightly 
judged that the Time of Diſtreſs was the 
proper Seaſon for Compaſſion, rot for Spoil 
and Rapine ; and thought it unworthy of a 
rational Creature, to add Grief to Mens 
RO to vex the wounded, and contribute 


'F 2 to 


64 
to the total Ruin of immediate Sufferers - 
to aſſiſt the Tempeſt and the Storm, and 
be more cruel than Wind or Waves, or 
Rocks, by carrying off what thoſe not 
more inſenſible Enemies had left. 


Nay, we have known more barbarous 
and illiterate People than theſe, the very 
native Indians of Virginia, uſe all poſſible 


Hoſpitality and Civility to Perſons in Di- 
—_— 9 


| "TM the Narrative of Colonel Nor- 
200d, which he has left us of his unhappy 
Voyage thither, A. D. 1649, who was 
left aſhore on a deſolate Iſland on that Coaſt, 
and at laſt diſcovered by a Fiſherman from 
the Continent, who, when the Colonel and 
his Companions were juſt ready to periſh 
by Cold and Hunger, carried them over in 
his Canoe to his own Hut, and received 
them with ſo many Circumſtances of moſt 
tender 


FAR (45) 
tender Compaſſion, that the Relieved could 
never forget, nor ever ceaſe to be thankful 
to God for ſuch unexpected Deliverance. 


The Remembrance whereof gave the 
Colonel juſt Occaſion to reproach his 
Countrymen, who, he ſays, af that Time, 
were ſo deaf to all the Cries of unfortunate 
Sailors that ſuffered Shipwreck, that, in- 
Read of affording them Succour, they would 
ſeize on their Goods, (if not diſpatch their 
' Perſons, to prevent Complaints) as their 
proper Perquiſites, which the Waves woult 
caſt upon the Shore for their right Owners, 


And the better to entitle themſelves to this 
Kind of Rapine, they wickedly called ſuch, 
deviliſh Acqueſts by the . ſacred Name of 


God's Goods, profaning and blaſpheming 
that holy Name at the ſame Time that they 


violated all the Laws of Hoſpitality and So- 


clety, 


« Whereas 
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« influenced only by Nature's Law, with 
out the leaſt Shew of coveting any Thing 
«we had, or Proſpect of Requital in fu- 
<< ture, did not only uſe us kindly and 
e tenderly as to Food and Raiment, but 
te did alſo with as much Honeſty ſecure for 
ce us our ſmall Store of Guns, Powder, &. 
as if he had read the Duties of the Goſ- 
« pel, or had given his only Child as a 
« Hoſtage, to ſecure his dealing juſtly with 
* us: So that I can never ſufficiently ap- 
% plaud the Humanity of this Indian, nor 
« the Contentment I enjoyed in his Cot- 
60 * tage, and the plentiful Repaſts with which 
e he treated us.” He then proceeds to 
ſhew the great Kindneſs they all received 
from the good-natured King of that Place, 
which was ſuch as the beſt bred Monarch 
in Europe could not exceed in Generoſity, 
though he might in Delicacy; for he took 
Is all 


(47) 
all imaginable Care to feed and warm them 
all, and found Means to have them all con- 
ducted ſafe to Vi * 


But to come genter Home; no Nation 


ever made a better Figure in Hiſtory than 


our Anceſtors the Germans, for Good-na- 
ture and Hoſpitality, Cæſar ſays * of the 
Germans, that they eſteemed it a great 
Crime to hurt or offend a Stranger, on 
whatever Account he came to them, but 
they protected their Perſons, as ſacred, from 
all Violence, and their Houſes were ever 
open to them, and all they had was free 
for their Uſe and Refreſhment. And the 
Old Engliſh Hoſpitality was famous even to 
a Proverb, and came up not only to that 
of the ancient Greeks, but almoſt even of 
the Patriarchs themfelves. Good-nature is 
a Quality, I had atmoft faid, peculiar to 
the Engliſb; at leaft, fo pecular, that as 2 


noble Writer PT there is no Word 


= 
* De Bell. Gall. . 6. 
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for it in any other Language. Such is an 


Engli iſoman by his natural Diſpoſition, And 


hath Chriſtianity, which refined the moſt 
ſavage Tempers, had a quite different Ef- 
fect on ours? Is it calculated to mend bad 
Manners, and does it turn good ones into 
bad? Surely ye have not ſo learned Chriſt 
as to unlearn the Dictates of Nature 
and of Reaſon. If fo, ye have been 
taught the Truth to very bad Purpoſe. If 
the Light that hath ſhined upon your 
Hearts from the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
that Sun of Righteouſneſs, and Image of 
God, be turned into Darkneſs, how great 
is that Darkneſs 


"2 HW kes and abandoned Chriſtian, 
who, to put on Chriſt, hath put off human 
N ature, is a Monſter beyond Compariſon, | 
or even Imagination, So that whoever he 


be, who. under that ſacred Character breaks 
f through the eternal Laws of Nature and 


2 „ Equity, 


JJV % coffee. ̃ M ] hoe. A... 
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Equity, hath denied the Faith, and is worſe 
than an Infidel ; and rather than live among 
ſuch abandoned People, who hate to be re- 
formed, I would take up the lamentable 
Wiſh of the Prophet, and fay : Oh that 7 
bad in the Wilderneſs a Lodging-place of 
wayfaring Men, that I might leave this 
People, and go from them, 


But becauſe many pretend to juſtify their 
Right to what the Sea has thrown athore, 


let it belong to whom it will, I deſire they 
would reflect a little with me on the Nature 
and Reaſon of the Thing. 


A Merchant freights a Ship with the 
Manufactures or the Produce of this Iſland 


to a foreign Country, or perhaps to ſome 


Sea-port in our own; entruſting his Proper- 
ty in the Hands of Strangers, who under- 
take to deliver it (God willing) to his Com- 
miſſion, and, perhaps, to bring back the 

G = Return 
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Return in foreign Commodities, and land 
it in ſome Port at Home. The Weather 
proyes bad, or the Ship leaky, or the Sea- 
men miſtake i in their Reckoning, and they 
are forced aſhore before the, Voyage is com- 
pleted, There it lies, till the Country take 
the Alarm of 4 Ship aſhore, and happy is 
he that comes firſt with his Bag and his 
Hatchet, to cut and carry off what he can 


come at of the Cargo or Materials of the 


Ship. Now as parallel Lines ſhew the 
Rectitude of each other, ſo parallel. Caſes 


illuſtrate one anothers Truth and Certainty. 
Hear ye then the Parable of the Land- 
Merchant. A Farmer ſends his Servants to 


a diſtant Market, Town with a Load of 
Wheat: The Roads are bad, or the Ser- 


[volts careleſs, and the Waggon breaks 
down or overſets upon the Journey; and 


the People, chat live in that Pariſh, where 
this Accident happens, take it in their 
Heads to think they aß lawfully ſeize 


2 | _ 
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upon "the Corn, and convey. it Home for 
their own Uſe"; ; nay, Horſes, Waggon 
and all, and poſlibly too, knock the Wag- | 
goner on the Head, to ſecure them from an 
After-reckonin g. Surely one muſt con- 
clude them to be a Set of Villains and cruel 
Thieves. And yet, as Narbun ſaid to 
David, Thou art tbe Man. Tis not leſs 
a Robbery by Sea than Land, and the 
Felon in enker Caſe: deſerves the Bane 
Sentence. 


But ſuppoſing an * mould be ap- 
pointed by the ſuperior Officer of che 
Ship, or of the Cuſtoms, in his Stead, 
and he employs ſo many Men as he 
judges ſufficient, to ſave the Goods, and 
the Ship for the right Owners; and they 
undertake the Charge, upon Promiſe of 
ſufficient Reward for their Care and Pains. 
Now ſhould any of thoſe Salyors ſecretly 


take to themſclyes any Thing of Value, 


or give a Hint to their Confederates to 
carry 


( 52). 
carry off any of it, and convey it away*ts 
a ſecret Place, to che Detriment F the 
Owners, what Character ohh ſuch 2 4 0 
deſerve, and what Recomipenſe ? 1 7 
not only a notorious Breach of T ruſt; büt 
the Law ſays he is a F elon, and Ar 
a Felon's Puniſhment, This! is plundering 
as it were by Authority, to ſteal under 
the Cloak of a Salvor. I ſhall, therefore, 
take the Liberty to propoſe another Parable, 
to convince you of the Villainy, of fuch 


Perſons. | 


A Farmer's $ Houſe and 8 125 Fire 

in his Abſence,” and his Neighbour, either 
voluntarily, or at the Entreaty of his 
Wife, comes in to aſſiſt in putting it out, 
but ſpying ſome Things of Value, and 
of eaſy Conveyance, thrown about in the 
Hurry, thinks it no Harm to pocket and 
ſecure them; and if he can do it without 
his 


(6 


his OW n, and all is. Well ; Otherg,, when 
his Goo AR RITA into Ye an out of 
Reach of, the F . e, take them raed 


own, an a and carry them Home pr, hide s them, 
What, da ycu fay f uch 2 Salvor deſerves 
for bis . 15 TY in duftrious honeſt 


Neighbo i 2 8 57 equitable 
Dealing ? dojng, as as We would be 


A It 
done by? 


g/l * | = 
loch 1: - ovise s i801 od: 
Nay, if G36 8 are Calt 1 ind the 
Ship delledyed by t the Violence VF che © Sea, 
whoever takes them away 1 88 
them, and they are found in their Poſe 
ſeſzon, not Having 4 Lg Rights ſeep 
and with-hotd- ther, Þ1- fappote by ndt 
publickly declaring what and where they 
are): ſhalt be imprifoned fix Months; or 
pay treble the Vatuel If you find any 
Thing ef Value on the Highway, it does 
not thereby become your Property, tilt ye 
have had it ered in the nett Market- 
Td kept it 4 Twelvetnonthowith- 


out 


CRP - +. 
vat any Claimant appearing to make gobd 


His Right; and if you diſpoſe of it with 


out this Proceſs, the Owner may ptoſe- 
cute you as if you had not come honeſtly 
by it. This is, 1 think, the Senſe of the 
Nation concerning the Tniquity | of this 
Practiſt, however right and equitable 
ſome People may eſteem it, only becauſe 
they are Gainers by it: So that all ſuch 
Plunderers ſtand condemned in the Judg- 
ment of the World, and deſerve to de 
TOON ne 102 oi g 


171 is a e Truth, that Religi gion 
takes too ſlender Hold of moſt Men, and 
Reaſon and Conſcience have in great 
Meaſure loſt their Native Influence upon 


their / Minds ; but eſpecially on thoſe, who, 


either through Lazineſs or Looſeneſs of 


Life, have their daily Bread depending on 
their Fingers Ends, and therefore ſeek it 


on the Sea-ſhore, or any where, rather 


(55) 
than by honeſt. Labour and Indufiys ſo 
that it was high, Time for the Legiſlature 
to conſult the Good of the Community, 
by denouncing Vengeance againſt thoſe. 
who would not be awed by the moſt 
ſacred Tyes. Such Men as will not con- 
form to the Rules and Maxims of Society 
and good Government, are Objects of 
national Reſentment and this Sort of 
Men having long committed Outrages of 
this Kind with Succeſs and Impunity, 
have at Length fo corrupted the Manners 
of their Neighbours, that Men who . /bould 
know better began to view theſe Acts of 
Fraud and Violence in a favourable Light, 
through an evil Eye of Covetouſneſs, and 
thought. it no Harm to be Partakers with 


them in their Sin, by being P artakers wich 
them in their Spoils. | 


It therefore became the Wiſdom of 5 
State to Hop the Progreſs of fo prevailing. 
| a Cuſ- 
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(56) 
4 Cuſtom, by the timely Severity of 2 


; penal Law, which may reach the Hearts, 


and ſtop the Hands of bold and deſperate 
Villains, whom no Tyes of Conſcience, 
no Laws of Juſtice, no Fear of Things 


_ unſeen could reſtrain, and give a ſeaſonable 


Check to thoſe who were in Danger of 
being corrupted by them. Halters and, 
Gibbets are calculated for the daring and 
the thoughtleſs, but they work powerfully 
on all Complexions, and make Men begin 
to number their Days and Jook to their End, 
that they may no more do but 
apply their Hearts unto Wiſdom. If 
therefore any of you, my Brethren, have 


been formerly led away by Example, 
and unwarily engaged in this enormous 
Practiſe, which would be a Reproach to 
any Nation, much more to 6ne fo well 
governed as well as reformed, let it no 
more be faid that you are a Scandal to 
your Country, leſt it ſpue you out as 

Un- 


(mn) 


anwordyi ies Sotiety. Sf: outhis. Bade 
adviſett in Time to ſhun; both the. Danger 
and the Infamꝝ of this Fractiſe. Be very 
cautious of your. Behaviour, and be not 
tempted by the Appearance of Profit to 
forego your Credit, and Ae your! Lives 
and. pep v. od ar Dee. 03 $521 


12111 vo 251 a 1 
Be not ns tempted to paſs, much 
beyond the Boundaries, of your, own n Pariſh 


on ſuch an Occaſion z and chen o_ 53 if any 

Shipwreck thould, derte hin your 
honeſtly} ting 60 you 1 ruſt; to 
be generally the Perſons employed;by the 
Agents to ſecure them. There N ſearct 
a Pariſh upon ;the Coaſt but What has 
Hands enough in it to aue all that gan be 
ſaved out of avy- Wreck ; and for: Men ef 
diſtant Pariſhes to fly Miles towartbone;0as 
ſo many Vultures to a:Cartafs, »ib mean 
and fordid; ſhews a hungry covetous Tem- 
- dis H per, 


rors a dreadful Death, which he, 


63580) 


1 nne to * 
honeſt. 45 | 
* Let the idle Wretch, that is buſy and 
earneſt to deſcry from every Eminence 3 
Ship in Danger, and whoſe i impious Heart 
exults whenever he beholds one ſtrike, 
and oppoſes his own moſt wicked Deſire 
to the Prayers of the poor unhappy 
Mariners, expecting with all its Hor- 


amazing Barbarity ! wiſhes may be their 
Fate: Let ſuch @. one be foremoſt on 
the Beach to ſhare the in glorious Spoil, 
and let him in the End meet with his juſt 
Demerit ; for God himſelf hath declared, 
that © all ſuch as are glad at Calamities ſhall 
< not be unpuniſhed: (Prov. xvii. 5.) Nut 
let all that hope for Mercy at the Hand 
of God, meet their ſuffering Brethren 

with open Arms, and ſave them and what- 
ever ar clan to them from the Sea; and 


what - 


C. 0 
whatſoever the Sea throws up, fave is 
with as faithful an Heart for the Uſe and 
Benefit of the Owners, as if it were your 
own : And this you may well do, con- 
| ſidering that the Merchants ſeldom grudge 
an ample Reward for Salvage, if it be 
done fairly, and without Marks of Spoil and 


Rapine ; and they will make it well worth 
your while to be both careful and honeſt. 


But if you”, teal ohe Half, and fave 'the 
Reſt, you injure both the Revenue and 
the Merchant's Trade, by vending it with= 
out Duty, and at a low Price, and deſerve 
to be treated” as the worſt 'of Cheats, and 
Pirates on the Shore. And while ſame 
are prompted by their Idleneſs and their 
Wants, or inſtigated by the Devil, to ac- 
company him in his Rounds, when he 
walks to and fro upon the Earth, ſeeking 
whom he may devour, let the honeſt and 
induſtrious Labourer keep at Home with 


2 in his conſtant Employ, and 
2 1 be 


( 60 ) 
he ſhall not want a Reyatd to ſupport. 
himſelf and his Family, nor the Good 
will of his Maſter's for being mindful, of 
his Buſineſs| and tender of his Cattle, nor 
the Credit and Affection of his Neigh- 
bours, to aſſiſt him in Sickneſs or Neceſ- 
ſities, nor the Blefling of God on his 
honeſt Induſtry, and his Peace upon his 
Mind. This is infinitely better than to 
be. ſhun'd. and avoided as a Thief and A 
Robber ; ; for he that will be ſuch on 


Board a Ship, or on the Shore, will be 
Jo in the Barn upon Occaſion ; and who 


will be willing to employ ſuch a Servant? 


| ; Beſides, conſider what an indelible: 
Mark of Infamy this Practiſe will 
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bring upon you in the Sight of all 
Nations, who will look upon you 
as the Filth and Scum of the whole 
People that is ſettled all along the Shore; 
and will dread to approach your Coaſt; 
* induced to 5 of you as Abrabam 
did 
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did of the Men of Gezar,. © Surely the 
« Fear, of God is not in this Place, and 
« they will ſlay us for our Cargo's. Sake.” 
Far be it from any of you, my Brethren, 
to cauntenance a Practiſe ſo juſtly reproach- 
able; give no Occaſion to. any one heres 
after to ſiſpect you of it; but let it be pub- 
lickly known by your kind Behaviour to 
People in Diſtreſs, and by your punctual 
Fidelity to your Truſt, and your Honeſty 
in returning every one his Due, that ye 
are influenced and governed by a better 
Principle; by a lively Senſe of an all- 
ſeeing Eye, which over-awes you, and | 
keeps you harmleſs in all your Ways; and 
that ye live under the ſure. Apprehenſion 
of accounting to a juſt and terrible Gd 
for every Action of your Lives, and every | 
ſecret Thing, whether it be good or evil. 
Let it appear to the World, that ye hold 
the Faith of Chriſt in the Bond of Truth, 
and in Peace, and in Righteouſneſs gf. 
Life: That ye are willing and ready to 

PE. provide 
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' provide Things honeſt in the Sight of af 
Men, and to uſe Hoſpitality towards Men 
of all Nations without grudging: That 
ye are the true Deſcendants of -thoſs 
worthy Men, whoſe Houſes were ever 
open, and Hearts ready, to embrace the 
Stranger and' the Supplicant, as their own 
Brethren ; knowing that God hath made 
of one Blood all Men that live upon the 
Face of the whole Earth. Be not forget- 
ful or backward to entertain Strangers, as 
well out of a Principle of chriſtian Cha- 
rity, which is kind and courteous to all, 
and ſecketh not her own, but the Good 
of many, as from a Senſe of God's per- 
mitting ſome to ſuffer, for a Proof of our 
Love to him and Faith in his Word. 
And though I have no Authority to fay 
there ever was an Angel ſhipwreck'd to 
try the Tempers of any People, (and yet 
methinks the Inſtance of an Apoſtle in 
the Text comes up very near to ſuch an 
one, and might 5 8285 be deſtinec by 


Provi- 
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n 
Providence to try and to reward their hoſ- 
pitable Diſpoſition) yet this I may ſafely 
aver, that every ſuch - Object of our 
Pity and Relief, is in Fact and Reality a 
Trial of our ' Virtue, as much as if he 
were an. Angel in Diſguiſe: ſent for that 
very Purpoſe: And if we receive them as 
we ought, in the Name and for the Sake 
of Chrift; whoſe Brethren they are, we 
' ſhall in no wiſe loſe our Reward- . --. -- 


But if, inſtead of comforting them in 
their Diſtreſs and relieving their Neceſſities, 
we rob them of that which the Sea, not 
ſo cruel to Men as they to one another, 
hath ſpared; or if inſtead of afliſting the 
honeſt Merchant in recovering all we can 
from the Boſom of the Deep, which de- 
vours all without Remorſe or Diſtinction, 
we truſt in the Fruits of Wrong and Rob- 
bery, and enrich our Houſes with the 
Spoils of the Unfortunate; we provoke 
God to withdraw his Blefling and Pro- 

3 _ tection | 
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having contained o many Neſts of Thieves 


will be nnn you ini the 'Tittie of 


(464) 
tction from us, which alone can matte u 
rich or happy; and to ſend an Enemy 
into all our Borders, to- burn up our 
Houſes on every Side; or a -dreadful 
Earthquake, to ſhake them to Pieces, ot 
tumble down the whole of this inhob. 


and Pirates, as: lived chiefly. bor the. ren 
of the Induſtrious. 6 


2 3 99 10 ; 735 

2 ent alice E his 
ri rightzous'Vingedmbe againſt all them that 
build their Houſesꝰ by Unriglitebuſneſt, 
and cheir Chambers by Wrong? And the 
Stones ſhall cry out of the Wall, and the 
Beam eee Timber ſhall 
anifwer it, ſaying: Wo to Him“ chat 
<//bufldeth his Houſe _ als * his 
«Roofs e 89 
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(65) 
Need, but will fly away from you in the 
Day of God's Wrath, or at leaſt will lay 
as a dead Weight upon your Conſciences, 
to fink you into the Pit of Perdition; will 
make you no Friends to receive you when 
you fail, and go down to the Priſon of the 
Grave; but will appear as a Witneſs againſt 
you at the Bar of divine Juſtice, in the 
great Day of n * ee 


Let me, — A entreat ng to at 
no farther Fellowſhip withitheſe. unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs, - but rather - reprove 
them in others that make no. Conſcience of 
them. Conſider the Injury you do to the 
Community, by whoſe Aſſiſtance you reap 
the Fruits of your Labours in Peace and 
Quietneſs, and eſpecially, to Trade and 
Commerce, which are the Support and 
Stay of the Community, and whoſe Chan- 
nels you ſtop and divert, which would 
convey that Wealth by which Civil Go- 


vernment is pa, and your private 
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55 defy the national Juſtice, as well as the 
| Vengea Ne 2550 0 f Heaven, is a Friend to his 
nd "who Honour and Hap) pinefs he 
-conifiitts and td Neligion, be. Sion 
he reveres and enforces. c Ebnitiher further, 
that fince this | publlck Declaration of the 


pat 


Property ſcoured) der Man cher di 
courage Trade is- an Bnemy to the ub. 
Rek, and ought to be treated as facly;" but 
to do it in this barbareus ſhacking Nan 
ner, „ of ox 

cannot bus tit the Indignation | oF 14 


People W ay Ruins of that 


de . An refore, it cangern 
exery ng 0 be yatchful, Fs iy, ano 
8 to curb this in Practice, and 
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ders to  Jaftice 50 he that 
8558 who ar are tit bo d enous 


Nen 8 sam etn, thar Which befbre was 
eſteemed 
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cficenied lawful, or at leaſt indifferent, 1 
now become heb unlawful tind dangerous, 
„e ſcandalau sw », avi: 
ing Teal ha cM ACTI a 
T 
venture to be ſeen near a Wreck, ' unlefs he 
be ohe bf Hoſe emplbyedito five Ar? - 1 | 


Uſe, that N — de n 
to be diſtovered as a Türlbiner of Secteter 
. Oc vhitulted 8. your Grd" an Ho- 


net , „80 An me fo ag rous. 
rag 
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fits! he's - Loſs of that indffimable. Jews 
The whole Trade of both the Innen 
thrown upon your Shore would be but 
Toy and a'Trifle, if it niviſt be gained only 
A the Los of that Feiffef you Price. 


„ner Boten Ma wits b UH, 


Neo Matter Nm. bach ye * by Ships 
wreck, or guy, d diſhoneſt Means, tis alla 
Bubble, if beg iin Sele ye make a voluys 
tary Shipwpeck, eee 
chere wich af the Favour of Gd. 


That alone Al Xa - caaks us trol i rich, and 
2 2 good Coates muſt give us quiet and 
peaceable Enjoyment of it, when we have 
Poffeflion ; 5 otherwiſe it is only treaſuring 
up Wrath with dür Weaich agelnſt the 
Day of Wrath, when the On: 75 
wil ive to eve 7 Man 2 | 
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Vengeance, and ye II ot eſtape their 
Fury: Ve hill Kave uo Colnftrt i Wa 
but weep, ee Miſeries that 


il Zotten Weald will be 4 Wirbel again 


you, and — 17 Fleſh e oo 
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The "Ciies of the Oppreſſed. whoſe 


Subſtance hath | been legt bak by Fraud, 
will enter. ints the Ears uf A of 
Hoſts, W 


Vengean: Ce , upon bs es * "nos n 
tl fone pom £1944 201.0 She bog * 
OA A Io A449 ons ea 

The Heavens ſhall. exyeal your Iniquity 
and the Earth 9 4 1 -/ * ſhall rife BP 
i you. 1 vr . DAL 750 


PERL a you tas Hal de- 
part, and your Goods ſhall flow away in 
the Day of his Wrath; and What is\ the 

a the Oppreſſor, though be hath 

gained, 
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ghinted-the, World, when God takoth-aidy 
his ais 3 orjahed . Kun. n 
mn 18 923" 

1 1 his hide he 2 led, 16 0 


for the-Sword.: And his eee not 
be fatisfied with Bread. 


His Chilficen Anal Tek to pleaſe "hy. 
Petr, Ai "fits auc Pen reſtore their 


Gods: (See Jeb, © 47. 29, LOR 

f 10 Vis 1 4 

Wh ure the (eve Thieats Uf Ven. 
geance which the Holy Sekiptures Abound 
with, againſt all them that defraud the Op- 
prefiothbr-wyute-the Poor. Sd thut if there 
be auy Fear ef God or Man chefor your 
Eyes, or in your Hearts; if there deiany 
Comfort in Love or true Benevolence; if 
there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, or his 
2 in che Goſpel ; if you daſire · any 

ellowſhip or Communion with the Spirit 

5 God, whichis the Life of all. Ohriſtians, | 
6 if 


2 
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if any Bowels of Mercy remain in you 
toward the Poor and the Unfortunate, ful - 
fil ye my Joy: Be ye not only harinlefs, 
but blameleſs too, the Sons of God with - 
out Rebuke, that I may fejcice over you in 
the Day of Chriſt, that 1 have not fun in 
vain, nor laboured im vain, when I en- 
deavoured to make known to you the whole 
Counſel of God, as it relates to your Duty 
to him and to one another: And the God 
of all Grace, ho hath' called us to his 
Kingdom and Glory, ſhall keep your 
Hearts and Minds, through Jo. Cbris; 
to boch, With the" Father 'and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour : and Glory ry; > World 
without End. Amen.” 5 : 
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